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Code of conduct for fair relationships between suppliers and buyers in the agro food chain
Annual report 2014-2015 
DRAFT
The organizations of the agro food chain have taken the initiative to draw together a code of conduct for fair relationships between suppliers and buyers and have subscribed to this code of conduct. This code was officially signed by the partners on 20th May 2010. It was then adapted on some points and approved June 10th, 2014 again to be compatible with the European Supply Chain Initiative.

Based on the input from relevant organizations, the Committee responsible for ensuring compliance with procedures produces an annual report, generic and without mention of individual names. This report provides an overview of the application of this code during the sixth year of operation, from July 2014 to June 2015.
This report covers the following topics :
· Memberships
· Disputes
· Adjustements
1. Memberships
The recommendations of the code of conduct become binding by an individual act of adhesion of the operators.

In the course of the fifth year of the operation, the membership has not changed. The total membership remains 224 companies, including:
· 42 companies in the sector of compound feed for animals  (APFACA)
· 166 enterprises of the food industry (FEVIA-BABM)

· 16 enterprises of the distribution sector (COMEOS) 
The lists of member companies are available on the websites of these organizations and on the website www.sypplychaininitiative.eu. For the organizations ABS, Boerenbond, FWA, UNIZO and UCM, the signature of the president of the association represents all the members.

2. Disputes
The code of conduct sets out both target norms and specific norms in the form of recommendations. The code of conduct is thus a "reference in the agro food chain."
An important basic principle of the code of conduct is that all parties act as partners to foster the sustainable development of the entire agro food chain. In addition the code of conduct focuses on a series of recommendations of fair practices, e.g.

• Use of written agreements;
• No unilateral changes of the agreements;
• Respect of the stipulated payment term.

If an incident has a wide scope the undersigned organizations shall inform each other accordingly with a copy to the chairman of the platform. The latter keeps an overview of the incidents. The follow-up of these incidents is then evaluated in the plenary platform.

On the basis of the “comply or explain” principle clarification is sought in reply to questions dealt with during the meetings. 
Thus, a complaint was raised during the year of 2014-2015 activities concerning the signatories’ general commitment to adopt a partner's attitude to foster the sustainable development of the entire agro food chain:

· Mandatory transmission of product data via a single operator: 
a distribution chain was questioned about the compatibility between (1) the obligation imposed on its suppliers to transmit information via a specific data operator and (2) GS1's efforts to develop a standardized platform for exchange of product data at local and international level. The distribution chain then extended the transmission of product data to other operators and launched a concertation to expand the transmission of data via the GS1 standardized platform.
3. Adjustements
Although this code is a national initiative, the organizations of the Belgian agro food chain opted to pursue a European harmonization. Therefore the activities of the 'high level group' of the European forum  for better functioning of the food chain are closely followed.


During the past year, the attention was focused in particular on the framework for implementation and enforceability of the principles of good practice . After approval of the principles of good practice in November 2011, the European organizations of the food chain launched September 16, 2013 the European Supply Chain initiative as a framework for the implementation and enforcement of these principles. The text provides for the possibility of recognition of national platforms for concertation in the chain, the possibility to aggregate complaints (to ensure anonymity), and the introduction of a clear litigation procedure.

After consultation between the representatives of the Belgian agro food chain and the European supply chain initiative, it was agreed to adapt the Belgian code for the sake of its equivalence as part of the European Supply Chain Initiative:

- 4 recommendations were added:

o Correct and not misleading information
o Confidentiality of Information
o No transfer of own entrepreneurial risks
o No use of threats

- Extension of the dispute settlement procedure with individual complaints.

The Belgian code has been adapted to meet these demands. 
The partners of the concertation of the agro food chain signed the new text on 10 June 2014.  Immediately, the European Supply Chain Initiative has recognized the equivalence of the Belgian code of conduct. Small and medium businesses joining the Belgian code, now benefit from a transparent and clear procedure for resolution of cross border disputes. 
An appeal is made to large enterprises to join the European Supply Chain Initiative to be able to rely on the resolution of cross border disputes.

The website www.supplychaininitiative.be (FR-NL-EN) was launched on 16 June 2015, at a seminar for representatives and stakeholders from all links in the agro food chain (46 participants).

On 29 June 2015, to mark the launch of the website www.supplychaininitiative.be, the partners of the agro food chain concertation held a press conference about the Code of Conduct for "B2B trade relations." This press conference in the presence of Flemish Minister-President Bourgeois and the Federal Minister of Economy, Employment and Consumer Affairs, was intended to present to the Belgian media the "Belgian Code of Conduct for fair relationships between suppliers and buyers in the agro food chain " and to explain its importance for member companies.

At this occasion was also announced the agreement between the concertation of the agro food chain and the Belgian Ministery of Economy to support and strengthen the functioning of the concertation of the chain.
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